
page 1 of 1

4PB, 6th Floor,
St Martin’s Court,

10 Paternoster Row,
London, EC4M 7HP
T: 0207 427 5200

E: clerks@4pb.com
W: 4pb.com

Landmark appeal against the recognition of a
Polish order
5th July 2021
Henry Setright QC and Harry Langford appeared before Mr Justice Cobb in a landmark appeal against the
recognition of a Polish order under the Brussells II Revised Regulation.

Mr Justice Cobb determined, as argued by Henry and Harry (who were instructed by Derek Parsons of
Access Law), that the Polish order should not be recognised in England and Wales on the grounds that its
recognition is manifestly contrary to English public policy, that it is irreconcilable with a later decision of
the Polish court, and that it is irreconcilable with an earlier High Court decision in the same proceedings
that the children should not be returned to Poland pursuant to Article 13(b) of the 1980 Hague Child
Abduction Convention.

This appeal represents the first occasion on which any court in England and Wales, or the European
Union, has refused to recognise a European order on the grounds that it is irreconcilable with a decision
relating to parental responsibility in the Member State in which recognition is sought.

To read the full judgment click here.
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