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4 Paper Buildings, Temple

London, EC4Y 7EX

T 020 7427 5200

E clerks@4pb.com

W 4pb.com

About Us

4PB has a distinguished history as a leading set of specialist family law barristers

providing practical, expert legal advice, and including effective and assured

advocacy, in all practice areas of family law. Our size, practice range, reputation

and expertise are unrivalled and mark us out as unique amongst our competitors.

What the market says:
Chambers has won a large number of prestigious awards, including leading legal publisher, Jordan's �Family Law Chambers of the Year

Award� in 2011. Our work has been recognised by leading legal directories like the Legal 500 and Chambers & Partners as representing

excellence, with 29 members recommended in all areas of family law.

Chambers & Partners 2012, for child law matters, says we are �the best lawyers in London�, as well as being �the most experienced,

specialist international set of chambers in the country, if not the world�. Our barristers are seen as �able to handle high-net worth ancillary

relief [claims] in divorces�.

Those accolades follow on from Chambers UK 2011, which described us as �first port of call for highly complex, public and private

children('s case) disputes� and �simply the best in the business� for children law work, with �the biggest names in the field�, whilst also

having �considerable expertise in high-net worth matrimonial finance disputes�.

What we do:
We specialise in family law, and any relevant area of law that relates to family matters. Our barristers deal with all aspects of the law

connected with relationship breakdown, including separation, divorce, civil partnerships, and their financial consequences, such as

matrimonial finance, ancillary relief, family financial settlements, such as money and property.

We are also known for our work in child law, such as Children Act proceedings, and in children-related conflicts and disputes, such as child

care, residence and contact issues, the international movement of children, and visitation rights to/for children living abroad.

Many of the most serious, sensitive and significant family cases are undertaken by members of 4PB, from all sections of society, and

instructions are received from clients ranging from government departments and local authorities, to individuals, ranging from celebrities,

to parents trying to prevent children from being taken into care.

Causes we support
A kidspace provides a child centred support service for children who are experiencing family breakdown. They run workshops specifically

designed for children aged 7 � 16 and use creative and innovative activities in their workshops to encourage children to express their

feelings. 

The London Legal Support Trust

Each year a team of walkers from chambers enters the London Legal Walk to raise money for the London Legal Support Trust, the Free

Representation Unit and the Bar Pro Bono Unit.

These agencies do a fantastic job in preventing homelessness, resolving debt problems, gaining care for the elderly and disabled and



fighting exploitation.

This year the 4PB team raised just over £2000.

Inside Chambers
We are well located in attractive premises in an historic building in the Inner Temple. The Royal Courts of Justice, the Principal Registry of

the Family Division and other London courts are easily accessible.

Communication is central to our ethos. Clerks can connect solicitors and counsel anywhere in the world by telephone. Conference facilities

can be made available at short notice to clients needing urgent face to face advice. Telephone and Skype conferences are also available.

Chambers has a well-integrated and extensive network of legal information resources, both electronic and in traditional law library form,

with online access to both all major legal databases and to the outstanding facilities offered by the Inns of Court.

The Clerking and Administrative Team
Michael Reeves leads a dynamic, dedicated, and well-organised clerking team. As the interface between client and barrister, our clerks

always seek to provide a quick response to any query.

Chambers 2012 particularly praises our �high level of client service�, singling out our �excellent clerking team, always providing a great

service even with difficult timeframes.�

Clare Bello, our excellent practice manager, is responsible for the administration, financial management, premises and facilities, IT and

aspects of marketing.

BarMark as a sign of excellence
We were one of the first sets in the country to receive the Bar Council�s quality assurance mark, BarMark, as a seal of excellence, which we

continue to demonstrate in both administration and advocacy in our work as specialist family lawyers.

Memberships
Our barristers play a leading role in the development of our profession, and family law generally, through their membership of various

specialist associations, including both the Family Law Bar Association and the Association of Lawyers for Children.

Members are also active in the Employment Law Bar Association and the Employment Lawyers' Association.

They are also active in the Commonwealth Legal Association, International Bar Association, and the International Academy of Matrimonial

Lawyers.

Several members are also actively involved in the Bar Council either as elected members or as co-opted specialist advisers.

Publications and Continuing Professional Development
Our barristers write regularly for the legal, specialist, local authority and mainstream http://www.4pb.com/media, and provide insightful,

practical, and relevant lectures of topical interest to solicitors, both in private practice or in-house, regional Resolution committees and

family law groups.

Chambers has also established its own annual lecture series providing essential legal and procedural updates, as well as networking

opportunities to meet our barristers on a more informal basis.

Equality and Diversity
Chambers is committed to equality of opportunity and to compliance with the Bar Standards Board's Equality and Diversity Code. Everyone

who comes into contact with Chambers are treated on merit and are not discriminated against on the grounds of their ethnic or national

origin, nationality, citizenship, age, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, disability, religion or political persuasion. To view a copy of our

Equality and Diversity Policy please click here.

Complaints and Discipline
Barristers and staff at 4PB always strive to maintain the highest standards of service. However, there may be occasions when a client is

disappointed with our service. We take any cause for dissatisfaction seriously and it is our policy to investigate fully any complaint in

accordance with BSB requirements. We aim to learn from any mistakes so as to improve our service in the future. To download our

Complaints Policy, please click here.
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Stage 1

Issue & allocation 

S31 application and 

annex docs copied to 

Cafcass. May include 

arrangements for contested 

ICO/ISO 

Listing of possible 

contested hearing

Stage 2 

Case Management 

Hearing (CMH)

Legal Planning meeting

Initial Referral

Local Authority multi-disciplinary

assessment (45 days max)  

LA child  protection plan

Day 1

By Day 2: serve docs on parties,

allocate proceedings, appoint 

CG& child�s solicitor (litigation 

friend If needed), court  gives std 

directions   

Advocates meeting no later

than 2 clear days before CMH.

Identify experts and draft 

questions. LA lawyer

drafts CMO by 11am 

on the working day before 

CMH/FCMC

Cafcass analysis for CMH, including

evaluation of LA case

Stage 3 

Issues Resolution Hearing 

(IRH) which could also 

become the Final Hearing

Final Hearing (FH)

If necessary

By Week 26 or earlier

By Week 20 or earlier

Experts letter of 

instruction 

Cafcass final

case analysis

Advocates meeting no later

than 7 days before IRH. Includes notifying

court of need for contested hearing &

evidence. LA lawyer files CMO for court

by 11am on the working day before IRH

Conduct contested 

ICO/ISO if not already 

held

Court gives case

management directions

Consider possible 

extensions.  Record

in CMO

Issue CMO

Timetable for the child

(LA and CG input). 

Timetable for the 

proceedings.

Final Case Management 

directions including 

Extensions court issues 

CMO

Input Output PLO stage

FGC: Family Group Conference     CG: Children�s Guardian  

CMO: Case management order       ICO: Interim Care Order    ISO: Interim Supervision Order

Note: The court may give directions without a hearing, including setting a date or period for the FH. 

Reference to Cafcass includes CAFCASS CYMRU 

Identify/assess alternative carers (FGC if

appropriate) � connected person 

assessment

Public Law Outline (26 weeks)

Pre-

proceedings
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By Day 12 
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Letter before proceedings 

(legal aid trigger) followed 

by pre-proceedings meeting

or 

immediate issue (alert 

Cafcass) 

If required, Further Case 

Management Hearing 

(FCMH) �

ASAP and not later than 

week 4 and by day 20

If required, Fact Finding 

hearing 
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President�s Guidance on Allocation and Gatekeeping for Care, Supervision and other 

Part 4 proceedings 

 

Introduction 

(1) This Guidance is issued by the President of the Family Division and applies to all 

care, supervision and other Part 4 proceedings commencing from the relevant start 

date as defined in Practice Direction 36C
1
 paragraph 2. 

(2) This Guidance applies to the allocation of all relevant proceedings to: 

(a) magistrates, with assistant Justices� Clerks (referred to in this Guidance as legal 

advisers) acting as case managers in the Family Proceedings Court; or 

(b) District Judges (Magistrates� Courts) in the Family Proceedings Court; or 

(c) Judges in a County Court or the High Court,  

until the allocation procedures for the single Family Court come into force in 2014. 

(3) The purpose of the Guidance is to ensure that all new care, supervision and other Part 

4 proceedings are allocated to the appropriate level of judge and, where appropriate, 

to a named case management judge (or case manager in the Family Proceedings 

Court) who shall provide continuity for the proceedings in accordance with the 

President�s Guidance on Judicial Continuity and Deployment. 

Gatekeeping teams  

(4) Each Designated Family Judge (DFJ) will lead a gatekeeping team in each of the care 

centres that are nominated by the President to be Designated Family Centres. A 

gatekeeping team will consist of the Designated Family Judge, his nominated deputy, 

the Justices �Clerk (or his nominated legal adviser) and an equal number of District 

Judges of the County Court nominated by the Designated Family Judge, and 

nominated legal advisers who will be identified by the Justices� Clerk in agreement 

with the Designated Family Judge. The number of nominated legal advisers and 

nominated District Judges of the County Court is to be consistent with the needs of 

the business and the expertise of those who are available.  

(5) All applications for care, supervision and other Part 4 orders which are received for 

issue by 4.00 pm will be issued by HMCTS and placed before the nominated legal 

adviser and nominated District Judge of the County Court for their joint consideration 

on the next working day or as soon as possible if urgent. Local Authority applicants 

are to complete and submit an Allocation Proposal Form (which is annexed to this 
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guidance) when issuing proceedings. The Allocation Proposal Form is to be used by 

the nominated legal adviser and nominated District Judge of the County Court to 

record their allocation decision and reasons. 

(6) A District Judge of the County Court and a legal adviser are to be available at fixed 

times on each weekday to allocate jointly all care and supervision proceedings that 

have been issued. It is recommended that if they do not sit together at a fixed time in a 

court list for this purpose they have a listed time for discussion between each other, 

for example, an hour at the beginning of the day.  They will consider the file in each 

new application that has been issued on the preceding day and any urgent applications 

that are outstanding and determine whether the proceedings should be allocated 

and/or transferred to the Family Proceedings Court, the County Court or the High 

Court, and whether in the case of the Family Proceedings Court or the County Court, 

they should be allocated to a District Judge in accordance with the schedule to this 

Guidance.  They will record their allocation decision and reasons on the Allocation 

Proposal Form.  The legal adviser will make any appropriate transfer decision. 

(7) Where the District Judge and the legal adviser with responsibility for allocation 

decide that the proceedings should be allocated to a Circuit Judge or a District Judge 

or a High Court Judge, the legal adviser will transfer the proceedings to the County 

Court and refer the allocation decision to the Designated Family Judge or his 

nominated deputy who will allocate the proceedings to a named Judge in the County 

Court or transfer the proceedings to the High Court and record the allocation decision 

and his reasons on the Allocation Proposal Form.  

(8) The District Judge and the legal adviser with responsibility for allocation will have 

access to information about existing allocated case volumes in the Family 

Proceedings Court and in the County Court to help inform allocation decisions as well 

as information about when and where Case Management Hearings can be listed. In a 

case issued in a Family Proceedings Court, when the allocation decision has been 

made, the legal adviser, or if proceedings are issued in the county court or the High 

Court, the District Judge will issue the Standard Directions on Issue and Allocation in 

accordance with the revised PLO together with any appropriate Transfer Order and 

Notice of Hearing. The unified family administration will notify by e-mail the 

relevant local authority of the date, time, venue and identity of the allocated case 

management judge (or case manager) for the Case Management Hearing and will list 

the Case Management Hearing before an identified case management judge or case 

manager in accordance with the guidance of the DFJ and the allocation and transfer 

decisions that have been made.  

(9) If the District Judge and the legal adviser with responsibility for allocation cannot 

agree or they require further guidance, they must refer the allocation decision to the 

Designated Family Judge or his nominated deputy. The Designated Family Judge may 

make the allocation decision jointly with or may take advice from the Justices� Clerk 

or his nominated deputy having regard to whether the proceedings have been 
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transferred. 

(10) An allocation decision made by the District Judge or the legal adviser with 

responsibility for allocation does not prevent the possibility of a party to the 

proceedings making a subsequent application for transfer of the proceedings or for a 

review of the decision.   

(11) If a care or supervision application is issued by a local authority as �urgent� with a 

request for an early hearing to authorise the removal of a child and permission to 

abridge time to serve the parties, the application for expedition and any consequential 

directions will be considered by the District Judge and the legal adviser with 

responsibility for allocation.   These are exceptional cases which may include 

newborn babies who are about to be discharged from hospital where the issue of care 

and supervision order applications is part of planned pre-proceedings involvement 

with the family.  In all other cases where there is an identified real and immediate 

safety risk to the child, the expectation is that an application will be made for an 

Emergency Protection Order. This Guidance does not affect the existing procedures 

for dealing with Emergency Protection Order applications.    

(12) The Designated Family Judge shall monitor the allocation and gatekeeping process 

with a consultation group comprising: a Circuit Judge, a District Judge of the County 

Court, a District Judge (Magistrates Court), the Justices� Clerk or his nominated 

deputy, a legal adviser and two members of the administration in the Designated 

Family Centre.  The consultation group will meet at least once a month to identify any 

allocation questions upon which the advice of the Designated Family Judge or the 

Family Division Liaison Judge is required to ensure that there is consistency of 

allocation, effective use of resources and the identification of specific questions, the 

answers to which will be used as local guidance by the District Judges and the legal 

advisers with responsibility for allocation. 

Principles 

(13) Allocation decisions must continue to be made in accordance with the Allocation and 

Transfer of Proceedings Order 2008; the Practice Direction � Allocation and Transfer 

of Proceedings 3
rd

 November 2008; and the Family Proceedings (Allocation to 

Judiciary) Directions 2009. 

(14) This Guidance identifies criteria which are intended to be consistent with the above 

Orders and Directions and the decisions of superior courts.  

(15) This Guidance is intended to reflect the wide variation in the level of experience and 

expertise in the family courts. Cases should be allocated to judges or magistrates and 

case managers with the appropriate level of experience to ensure that judicial 

resources are used most effectively. In determining allocation, judicial continuity is an 

important consideration and the President�s Guidance on Judicial Continuity and 

Deployment is to be followed. 
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(16) While the Family Proceedings Court remains separate, the allocation of proceedings is 

a matter for the gatekeeping team under the guidance of the Designated Family Judge 

(The aim is that when provisions for the single family court come into force no 

distinction will be drawn between proceedings which may be heard by District Judges 

of the County Court and District Judges (Magistrates Courts)). There is an expectation 

that District Judges will assume personal responsibility for all case management 

hearings in proceedings allocated to them in accordance with the President�s 

Guidance on Judicial Continuity and Deployment. 

(17) In determining allocation, regard should be had to the judicial and HMCTS resources 

available in each court and the needs of the parties to ensure that cases are listed 

before the appropriate level of judge with the minimum of delay, so that all 

proceedings are heard within the Timetable for the Child and within a maximum of  

26 weeks or any extended timetable for the proceedings directed by a case 

management judge.  

Allocation Guidance 

(18) Subject to the guidance given below, all care, supervision and Part 4 proceedings may 

be heard by any judge, or magistrate who has been authorised or nominated to 

conduct care and supervision proceedings and may be case managed by any judge or 

legal adviser who has likewise been authorised or nominated. 

(19) Proceedings described in the schedule to this Guidance are not to be allocated to 

magistrates or the legal adviser acting as their case manager unless specifically 

approved by the Justices� Clerk (or his nominated deputy) in consultation with the 

Designated Family Judge. There is an expectation that magistrates will not hear any 

contested hearing where the ELH is in excess of 3 days without the same having been 

approved from time to time by the Justices� Clerk (or his nominated deputy) in 

consultation with the Designated Family Judge. 

(20) Proceedings described in Part 1 of the schedule to this Guidance may be allocated to a 

District Judge of the County Court, a District Judge (Magistrates� Court) or a 

Recorder.   

(21) Proceedings described in Part 2 of the schedule to this Guidance are to be allocated to 

a Circuit Judge or Recorder or to a Judge sitting in the High Court and are not to be 

allocated to a District Judge of the County Court or a District Judge (Magistrates� 

Court) unless specifically released by the Designated Family Judge or one of his 

nominated deputies. 

(22) Proceedings described in paragraph H of part 2 of the schedule to this Guidance are to 

be transferred and allocated to a Judge of the Family Division of the High Court. On 

the commencement of legislation relating to the single Family Court these 

proceedings are likely to have to be issued in the High Court, not the Family Court. 
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o
f 

co
n
fi

d
e
n
ti

a
l 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n
 i

n
v
o

lv
in

g
 a

 

d
if

fi
cu

lt
 
p

o
in

t 
o

f 
la

w
, 

o
r 

w
h
er

e 
d

is
c
lo

su
re

 
o

f 
d

o
cu

m
e
n
ta

ti
o

n
 

in
v
o

lv
es

 a
 d

if
fi

cu
lt

 o
r 

se
n
si

ti
v
e 

e
x
er

c
is

e
 o

f 
d

is
cr

e
ti

o
n
 o

r 
p

u
b

li
c
 

p
o

li
c
y
 i

ss
u
e
s 

 

 (1
4

) 
W

h
er

e 
th

er
e 

ar
e 

co
n
cu

rr
e
n
t 

cr
im

in
a
l 

p
ro

ce
ed

in
g
s 

in
 t

h
e 

C
ro

w
n
 

C
o

u
rt

 
re

le
v
a
n
t 

to
 

th
e 

is
su

es
 

b
et

w
ee

n
 

th
e 

p
ar

ti
e
s 

an
d
 

jo
in

t 

d
ir

ec
ti

o
n
s 

h
ea

ri
n
g

(s
) 

m
a
y
 b

e 
re

q
u

ir
ed

. 

 (1
5
) 

 
C

as
es

 
n
o

t 
in

 
ca

te
g
o

ry
 

H
 

b
e
lo

w
, 

b
u
t 

w
h
ic

h
 

h
a
v
e 

si
g

n
if

ic
a
n
t 

im
m

ig
ra

ti
o

n
/s

ta
tu

s 
is

su
e
s.

  

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Is
su

ed
 1

st
 J

u
ly

 2
0
1
3

 

 
4
 

G
) 

E
x
is

ti
n
g
 p

ro
ce

ed
in

g
s 

re
la

ti
n
g
 t

o
 t

h
e 

c
h
il

d
 o

r 
a 

si
b

li
n
g
 w

h
ic

h
 a

re
 

p
ro

ce
ed

in
g
 

b
e
fo

re
 

an
o

th
er

 
co

u
rt

 
o

r 
h
av

e 
b

ee
n
 

re
ce

n
tl

y
 

co
m

p
le

te
d
 

b
e
fo

re
 a

n
o

th
er

 c
o

u
rt

 

 (1
6

) 
C

o
n
si

d
er

at
io

n
 
m

u
st

 
b
e 

g
iv

e
n
 
to

 
li

st
in

g
 
th

e
 
cu

rr
en

t 
p
ro

ce
ed

in
g
s 

b
e
fo

re
 t

h
e 

ju
d
g
e 

w
h
o

 h
ea

rd
 o

r 
is

 h
ea

ri
n
g
 t

h
e 

p
ro

ce
ed

in
g

s 
re

la
ti

n
g

 

to
 t

h
e 

ch
il

d
 o

r 
si

b
li

n
g
 i

n
 o

rd
er

 t
o
 p

ro
v
id

e 
co

n
ti

n
u

it
y
. 

   

G
) 

E
x
is

ti
n
g
 p

ro
ce

ed
in

g
s 

re
la

ti
n
g
 t

o
 t

h
e 

c
h
il

d
 o

r 
a 

si
b

li
n
g
 w

h
ic

h
 a

re
 

p
ro

ce
ed

in
g
 

b
e
fo

re
 

an
o

th
er

 
co

u
rt

 
o

r 
h
av

e 
b

ee
n
 

re
ce

n
tl

y
 

co
m

p
le

te
d
 

b
e
fo

re
 a

n
o

th
er

 c
o

u
rt

 

 (1
6
) 

C
o

n
si

d
er

at
io

n
 
m

u
st

 
b
e 

g
iv

e
n
 
to

 
li

st
in

g
 
th

e
 
cu

rr
en

t 
p

ro
ce

ed
in

g
s 

b
e
fo

re
 t

h
e 

ju
d
g
e 

w
h
o

 h
ea

rd
 o

r 
is

 h
ea

ri
n
g
 t

h
e 

p
ro

ce
ed

in
g

s 
re

la
ti

n
g
 

to
 t

h
e 

ch
il

d
 o

r 
si

b
li

n
g
 i

n
 o

rd
er

 t
o
 p

ro
v
id

e 
co

n
ti

n
u

it
y
. 

 

  In
te

rn
at

io
n
a
l 
P

ro
ce

ed
in

g
s 

         

H
) 

H
ig

h
 C

o
u
rt

 R
es

er
v
ed

 J
u
ri

sd
ic

ti
o

n
s  

 In
te

rn
at

io
n
a
l 
Is

su
es

 

 (1
7

) 
T

h
er

e 
is

 a
n
 i

ss
u
e
 c

o
n
c
er

n
in

g
 p

la
ce

m
e
n
t 

fo
r 

ad
o

p
ti

o
n
 o

f 
th

e 
c
h
il

d
 

o
u
ts

id
e 

th
e 

ju
ri

sd
ic

ti
o

n
 

 (1
8

) 
P

ro
ce

ed
in

g
s 

w
it

h
 

a
n
 

in
te

rn
at

io
n
a
l 

e
le

m
e
n
t 

re
la

ti
n
g
 

to
 

re
co

g
n
it

io
n
 o

r 
en

fo
rc

e
m

e
n
t 

o
f 

o
rd

er
s,

 c
o

n
fl

ic
t 

o
r 

co
m

it
y
 o

f 
la

w
s 

o
r 

w
h
ic

h
 h

a
v
e 

e
x
ce

p
ti

o
n
a
l 

im
m

ig
ra

ti
o

n
 /

 a
sy

lu
m

 s
ta

tu
s 

is
su

es
 

  

(1
9
) 

 C
as

es
 i

n
 w

h
ic

h
 p

la
ce

m
e
n
t 

is
 l

im
it

ed
 t

o
 t

em
p

o
ra

ry
 r

e
m

o
v
a
l 
to

 a
 

H
ag

u
e 

C
o

n
v
e
n
ti

o
n
 c

o
u

n
tr

y
. 

(1
9
) 

 
C

as
e
s 

in
 

w
h
ic

h
 

a
n
 

ap
p

li
ca

ti
o

n
 

is
 

m
ad

e
 

fo
r 

(a
) 

p
er

m
a
n
e
n
t 

p
la

ce
m

e
n
t 

o
r 

(b
) 

te
m

p
o

ra
ry

 r
e
m

o
v
a
l 

fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

ju
ri

sd
ic

ti
o

n
 t

o
 a

 

n
o

n
-H

ag
u
e 

co
n
v
e
n
ti

o
n
 c

o
u
n
tr

y
; 

 

 
2
0
) 

  
 C

as
es

 i
n
 w

h
ic

h
 a

 c
h
il

d
 h

as
 b

ee
n
 b

ro
u
g
h
t 

to
 t

h
is

 j
u
ri

sd
ic

ti
o

n
 i

n
 

c
ir

cu
m

st
an

ce
s 

w
h
ic

h
 
m

ig
h
t 

co
n
st

it
u
te

 
a 

w
ro

n
g

fu
l 

re
m

o
v
al

 
o

r 

re
te

n
ti

o
n
 e

it
h
er

 f
ro

m
 a

 E
C

 M
e
m

b
er

 S
ta

te
, 

a 
H

ag
u
e 

C
o

n
v
en

ti
o

n
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co
u
n
tr

y
 (

a 
co

n
tr

ac
ti

n
g

 S
ta

te
 t

o
 t

h
e 

1
9
8
0
 H

ag
u
e 

C
h
il

d
 A

b
d
u
ct

io
n
 

C
o

n
v
e
n
ti

o
n
 a

n
d
/o

r 
a 

co
n
tr

ac
ti

n
g
 S

ta
te

 t
o

 t
h
e 

1
9
9
6
 H

ag
u
e 

C
h
il

d
 

P
ro

te
ct

io
n
 C

o
n
v
e
n
ti

o
n
) 

o
r 

a 
n
o

n
-C

o
n
v
e
n
ti

o
n
 c

o
u
n
tr

y
; 

 (2
1
) 

  
 C

as
es

 i
n
 w

h
ic

h
 a

 c
h
il

d
 i

s 
a
ll

eg
ed

 t
o

 h
av

e 
b
e
en

 a
b
d
u
ct

ed
 o

v
er

se
as

 

an
d

 a
p
p

li
ca

ti
o

n
s 

h
a
v
e 

b
ee

n
 m

ad
e
 i

n
 t

h
is

 j
u
ri

sd
ic

ti
o

n
 s

u
c
h
 a

s 
fo

r 

a 
d
ec

la
ra

ti
o

n
 

th
at

 
th

e 
c
h
il

d
 

w
a
s 

h
a
b

it
u
a
ll

y
 

re
si

d
e
n
t 

in
 

th
is

 

co
u
n
tr

y
 p

ri
o

r 
to

 t
h
e 

ab
d
u
ct

io
n
 o

r 
fo

r 
an

 o
rd

er
 t

h
at

 t
h
e 

ch
il

d
 b

e
 

re
tu

rn
ed

 w
it

h
 a

 r
eq

u
es

t 
fo

r 
as

si
st

an
c
e 

et
c;

 a
n
d

 

 (2
2
) 

  
  

C
as

es
 i

n
 w

h
ic

h
 T

ip
st

a
ff

 O
rd

er
s 

ar
e 

ap
p

li
ed

 f
o

r.
 

 

 
In

h
er

e
n
t 

Ju
ri

sd
ic

ti
o

n
 

 (2
3

) 
In

ju
n
ct

io
n
s 

in
v
o

k
in

g
 t

h
e 

in
h
er

e
n
t 

ju
ri

sd
ic

ti
o

n
 o

f 
th

e 
co

u
rt

 

 (2
4

) 
In

te
ri

m
 

o
r 

su
b
st

an
ti

v
e
 

re
li

e
f 

w
h
ic

h
 

re
q
u

ir
e
s 

th
e 

in
h
er

e
n
t 

ju
ri

sd
ic

ti
o

n
 o

f 
th

e 
H

ig
h
 C

o
u
rt

 t
o
 b

e 
in

v
o

k
ed

. 
 

 O
th

er
 

 (2
5
) 

  
 A

p
p

li
c
at

io
n
s 

fo
r 

D
ec

la
ra

to
ry

 R
e
li

e
f 

 (2
6
) 

  
A

p
p

li
c
at

io
n
s 

w
h
ic

h
 r

eq
u

ir
e 

th
e 

ju
ri

sd
ic

ti
o

n
 o

f 
th

e
 A

d
m

in
is

tr
at

iv
e
 

C
o

u
rt

 t
o

 b
e 

in
v
o

k
ed

 

 (2
7
) 

 I
ss

u
es

 a
s 

to
 p

u
b

li
c
it

y
 (

id
e
n
ti

fi
ca

ti
o

n
 o

f 
a 

c
h
il

d
 o

r 
re

st
ri

ct
io

n
 o

n
 

p
u
b

li
ca

ti
o

n
 o

r 
in

ju
n
ct

io
n
s 

se
ek

in
g
 t

o
 r

es
tr

ic
t 

th
e 

fr
ee

d
o

m
 o

f 
th

e
 

m
ed

ia
) 
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(2
8
) 

  
A

p
p

li
ca

ti
o

n
s 

in
 m

ed
ic

a
l 

tr
ea

tm
e
n
t 

ca
se

s 
e.

g
. 

fo
r 

n
o

v
e
l 

m
ed

ic
a
l 

tr
ea

tm
e
n
t 

o
r 

li
fe

 s
a
v
in

g
 p

ro
ce

d
u
re

s 

 

I)
 O

th
er

 c
as

e 
m

a
n
ag

e
m

e
n
t 

is
su

es
 

 (2
9

) 
W

h
er

e 
a 

�s
p

li
t 

h
e
ar

in
g
� 

o
r 

fi
n
d

in
g
 o

f 
fa

ct
 h

ea
ri

n
g

 i
s 

n
ec

es
sa

ry
 

an
d
 j

u
d

ic
ia

l 
co

n
ti

n
u

it
y
 c

a
n
n
o

t 
o
th

er
w

is
e 

b
e 

e
n
su

re
d

 

I)
 O

th
er

 c
as

e 
m

a
n
ag

e
m

e
n
t 

is
su

es
 

 (2
9

) 
W

h
er

e 
a 

�s
p

li
t 

h
ea

ri
n
g

� 
o

r 
fi

n
d

in
g
 o

f 
fa

ct
 h

ea
ri

n
g
 i

s 
n
e
ce

ss
ar

y
 

an
d
 j

u
d

ic
ia

l 
co

n
ti

n
u

it
y
 b

e
fo

re
 a

 D
is

tr
ic

t 
Ju

d
g
e 

ca
n
n
o
t 

b
e 

en
su

re
d

 

 

 
(3

0
) 

W
h
er

e 
p

o
ss

ib
le

 
lo

ca
l 

au
th

o
ri

ty
 

fa
il

u
re

s 
to

 
p

ro
g
re

ss
 

p
la

n
s 

to
 

p
ro

te
ct

 
th

e 
c
h
il

d
(r

en
) 

in
 
th

e 
ca

se
 

ar
e 

li
k
e
ly

 
to

 
b

e 
ad

d
re

ss
ed

 

cr
it

ic
a
ll

y
 b

y
 t

h
e 

co
u
rt

 b
ec

au
se

 i
t 

is
 a

ll
eg

ed
 t

h
at

 t
h
er

e 
h
as

 b
ee

n
 

sy
st

e
m

ic
 f

a
il

u
re

 i
n
 t

h
e 

p
ro

ce
ed

in
g

s 
a
n
d
 o

th
er

 p
ro

ce
ed

in
g

s 
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VIEW FROM THE PRESIDENTÕS CHAMBERS (6) 

 

The process of reform : latest developments 

 

Sir James Munby, President of the Family Division 

 

 

In my first ÔView from the PresidentÕs ChambersÕ, [2013] Fam Law 548, I sketched 

out some of the components of the reforms we are all embarked on. In my fourth 

ÔViewÕ, [2013] Fam Law 974, I gave an update. It is time for another. 

 

The single Family Court 

 

Planning for the new Family Court continues to proceed apace. There is much being 

done, though much yet to be done.  

 

I am being kept informed of what is going on and am working closely with HMCTS, 

discussing such matters as the provision of proper recording equipment in the courts 

where Magistrates will be sitting (which I believe to be essential), the Case 

Management System, the naming of the Designated Family Centres and Hearing 

Centres, the headings for Family Court orders, the numbering system to be used in 

future for family cases (which will be largely as at present) and the design of the new 

Family Court seal. 

 

Work is under way in conjunction with the Family Procedure Rules Committee on 

various topics which will in due course be embodied in Statutory Instruments, Rules 

or Practice Directions, such as the functions and powers of Justices Clerks (legal 

advisers), the powers of a single Magistrate, the criteria for allocating cases within the 

Family Court, the precise scope of the High CourtÕs reserved jurisdiction, and the 

routes for appeals within and from the Family Court. 

 

In London, discussions are continuing about the plans and ideas I set out in my fifth 

ÔViewÕ, [2013] Fam Law 1137. I have appointed Her Honour Judge Carol Atkinson 

Designated Family Judge for the new Family Court in London Docklands. Formally, 

her appointment will be from April 2014, when it is anticipated the new court will 
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open. But she will be heavily involved in the meantime in the planning and 

organisation of the new court, its premises, judiciary and staff.  

 

The PLO  

 

By the first week of October 2013 all courts will have implemented the revised PLO. 

Early reports from those courts which have already implemented it are reassuring. 

Everywhere we are continuing to see further significant and very welcome reductions 

in the time it takes to conclude care cases. Determined steps are being taken Ð must be 

taken Ð to achieve early finality in that constantly reducing number of outstanding 

care cases which have been going on for far too long. My objectives are simple: First, 

that by the end of December this year there should be (with no more than, at most, a 

small handful of really exceptional cases) no current care case that was commenced in 

2012 or earlier. Second, and again by the end of December this year, that the 

overwhelming bulk of care cases commenced since 1 July this year should be 

concluding within a maximum of 26 weeks. I believe that these objectives can be 

achieved. If they can be achieved, then they must be. 

 

In July 2013 the Centre for Research on Children & Families at the University of East 

Anglia published ÔEvaluation of the Triborough Care Proceedings PilotÕ, its Report 

for the Triborough Care Proceedings Steering Group. The Care Proceedings Pilot 

project was a joint initiative of the three London boroughs of Hammersmith and 

Fulham, Kensington and Chelsea, and Westminster, working together with the 

judiciary, the court services, Cafcass and other key stakeholders, which aimed to 

reduce unnecessary delay for children undergoing care proceedings.  

 

During the pilot year there were 90 cases, with commencement dates between 1 April 

2012 and 31 March 2013. The Report looked in detail at the 65 cases from the first 

nine months, which would be expected to have finished by the end of June 2013 if 

they had completed within the 26 week target. The principal aims of the evaluation of 

the pilot were to ascertain whether: 

¥ Delay in care proceedings had been reduced, and the target duration of 26 

weeks achieved; 
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¥ Judicial continuity and early involvement of childrenÕs guardians had been 

achieved; 

¥ The number of hearings had reduced and fewer and more timely assessments 

completed; 

¥ These changes had impacted on the quality of decision making, and how 

quicker timescales had affected the children and parents involved; 

¥ The benefits of the pilot can be sustained, and what factors would promote 

sustainability. 

 

Paragraph 1.3 of the Report summarised its key findings as follows: 

¥ The Triborough pilot has been successful in achieving its key aim of 

reducing the length of care proceedings. The median duration of care 

proceedings was 27 weeks for the first nine months of the pilot, as 

compared to a median duration of 49 weeks in the previous year, a reduction 

of 45%. Excluding FDAC cases, the median duration of proceedings was 26 

weeks. 

¥ The fact that the median length of proceedings is now around 26 weeks 

means, of course, that half the cases are still taking longer than 26 weeks. 

This should not necessarily be viewed in a negative light since some case-

by-case flexibility about the length of proceedings is surely necessary in the 

interests of childrenÕs welfare and justice. The pilot demonstrates that some 

flexibility can coexist with meaningful efforts to bear down on unnecessary 

court delay. 

¥ Proceedings involving a single child were shorter (median 25 weeks) than 

those involving sibling groups (32 weeks). Proceedings resulting in a care 

order, with or without a concurrent placement order were shorter (median 

20 weeks) than cases resulting in an SGO (26 weeks) or in the child 

returning or remaining at home on a supervision order, with or without a 

residence order (29 weeks). 

¥ The pilot has been successful in reducing the number of court hearings. 

Excluding FDAC cases, the reduction was from a mean number of 5.2 

hearings to mean of 3.9 (24% decrease). 
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¥ There is no evidence that the reduction in the length of care proceedings has 

been achieved at the expense of more delay in the pre-court period. 

¥ While many stakeholders expressed concerns about the potential for justice 

to be compromised by a rigid 26 week target, no one suggested that this had 

actually occurred. 

¥ The case manager role was vital to the success of the pilot, and will 

continue to be vital in the future. 

¥ Commitment and leadership in all agencies (local authorities, Cafcass and 

the courts), and robust court management by judges and magistrates, were 

vital to the success of the pilot and will continue to be vital in the future. 

¥ Dedicated court time, and the availability of guardians at the initial hearing 

have been important to the success of the pilot. The reduction that has 

achieved could not be sustained if court timetabling problems or non-

availability of guardians were to hold things up. This may prove a problem 

in areas outside the Triborough, or in the Triborough itself in the future if 

numbers of proceedings were to rise. 

¥ Working in the new way does not necessarily take more time, but it almost 

certainly requires more energy. This is one reason why active leadership and 

monitoring of workloads and outcomes continue to be essential 

requirements. 

This is all immensely encouraging. It shows that we are on the right track and, 

crucially, that the 26 week deadline does not compromise justice. 

 

The PLO Ð further work 

 

The ÔProtocol on communications between judges of the Family Court and 

Immigration and Asylum Chambers of the First-tier Tribunal and Upper TribunalÕ 

which I referred to in my fourth ÔViewÕ was issued, as planned, by the Senior 

President of Tribunals and me in July 2013. 

 

Work on the Protocol relating to the disclosure of information between the criminal 

justice system and the family justice system which I also referred to in my fourth 
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ÔViewÕ is so advanced that by the time you read this it will have been finalised and, I 

hope, issued.  

 

Work continues on a similar Protocol relating to disclosure between National Health 

Service agencies and the family justice system. Helpful discussions are taking place 

with the Official Solicitor which I am sure will bear fruit. 

 

Private law 

 

I am very conscious that the focus since I became President has, inevitably, had to be 

on public law and that much needs to be done in relation to private law, particularly 

given the impact Ð still difficult to quantify and assess Ð of the drastic changes in 

public funding introduced in April 2013. 

 

Cobb J has been working valiantly and energetically behind the scenes for some time 

on a number of the most pressing issues that arise. He has agreed to chair the Private 

Law Working Group I have established. Its membership includes judges and 

practitioners. Its Terms of Reference are: 

 

To make recommendations to the President of the Family Division in relation 

to the resolution of Private Family Law Disputes (concerning children) in the 

most optimal and efficient way, building upon the PresidentÕs Revised Private 

Law Programme (2010) and the Operating Model of the single Family Court 

(2013); and preparing such documents as may facilitate those 

recommendations. 

 

The Working Group had its first meeting on 2 September 2013, when it drew up an 

action plan. It intends to send me its recommendations on 8 November 2013. 

 

Transparency 

 

In my fourth ÔViewÕ I set out my plans for improving transparency in the family 

justice system. I asked for views on the draft Guidance I had issued in July 2013. I am 

considering a number of responses that have already arrived but there is still time for 
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you to express your views. Please do so. The issues are vitally important and I do 

need to know what everyone is thinking.  

 

In relation to this can I draw your attention to the judgment I handed down on 5 

September 2013 in Re J (A Child) [2013] EWHC 2694 (Fam). You can find it on 

BAILII. 

 

As I have made clear, I propose to adopt an incremental approach. The first step is the 

issue of Guidance on the Publication of Judgments, which I intend should take place 

well before the end of this year. The next step will be the issue of Guidance on the 

Disclosure of Documents to the Media. This also will first be issued in draft, for 

comment and discussion before it is finalised. In the meantime, however, it would 

much assist me to have your views on two crucially important matters: first, what 

classes of documents should, or should not, be made available to the media; and, 

second, what safeguards and restrictions should be put in place to prevent 

inappropriate use of documents which are disclosed. I shall welcome and value your 

views. They should be forwarded to my Legal Secretary, Penelope Langdon 

(penelope.langdon@judiciary.gsi.gov.uk).    

 

Family Orders 

 

I referred in my fourth ÔViewÕ to the work being undertaken by a team led by Mostyn 

J to provide us with a comprehensive set of orders the use of which will in due course 

become mandatory in the Family Court and the Family Division. They will be 

published in draft form later this autumn for comment and discussion before they are 

finalised and introduced in time for the new Family Court in April 2014. 

 

There has been, and for this, no doubt, I am responsible, misunderstanding about the 

ÔHouse RulesÕ which I referred to in my fourth ÔViewÕ. They are not rules which 

courts or practitioners will have to follow; their obligation will simply be to use the 

prescribed forms of order. The House Rules, akin to house style manuals used by 

publishers of books and newspapers, are merely internal instructions to Mostyn JÕs 

team to ensure consistency in their drafting of the prescribed forms. They may seem 

tedious and pedantic but can I make two points: (a) we need house rules, for internal 
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use, to ensure consistency and (b) they are designed to shorten orders by removing 

unnecessary verbiage. My view was, and remains, that it is appropriate to share the 

House Rules with the wider world so that you can express comments on the specifics 

before the draft orders are crystallised. I appreciate that there is much going on and 

that this may seem insignificant and even trifling. But given the time and money that 

is currently wasted in the process of drafting orders that could, and therefore should, 

be standardised, the arguments in favour of standardisation seem to me to be clear.  

  

We are no longer living in the world of the fountain pen and biro (which still today 

account for far too much drafting of orders) any more than in the world of the quill 

pen. I intend that the standardised orders will be available to everyone electronically. 

The use of standard orders produced at the press of a button will obviate the need for 

drafts from counsel and solicitors scribbled out in the corridor. 

 

Bundles 

 

I shall be issuing later this autumn, for comment and discussion, a draft revised 

Practice Direction on Bundles. Building on the existing Practice Direction my 

intention is that it will apply in principle to all hearings, whatever, the level of judge, 

in the Family Court and the Family Division. I am also determined to make such 

amendments to the existing Practice Direction as will ensure that in the overwhelming 

majority of cases the bundle will contain, at most, no more than 350 pages in a single 

lever arch file. The key principle, as I explained in my fourth ÔViewÕ, is that from now 

on the bundle should contain only those documents that the court needs to read or 

which will actually be referred to during the hearing. The existing Practice Direction 

says much about what must be included in the bundle; this needs to be balanced with 

more explicit reference to what is not to be included.  

 

In the meantime I shall welcome and value your views on two important matters: first, 

whether there are any types of case or types of hearing which should be excluded 

from the ambit of the Practice Direction (for example, certain types of private law 

case or cases in which all parties are appearing in person); and, second, what classes 

of documents should be excluded from the bundle unless the case management judge 
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directs otherwise. Please forward your views to my Legal Secretary, Penelope 

Langdon.    

 

Visits 

 

By the end of July 2013 I had visited 17 care centres. By the time you read this I will 

have visited another 2. Visits already planned will take me to more than a further 

dozen by the end of the year. I intend to get to all the others as soon as possible.  

 

Everywhere I go I am exhilarated by the enthusiasm, dedication and commitment of 

everyone I meet: court staff, judges, local authority social workers and lawyers, 

CAFCASS, Magistrates, Justices Clerks and legal advisers, and legal practitioners. It 

is invidious to select any for particular mention but I must mark and celebrate the 

cheerful enthusiasm with which court staff and circuit and district judges go about 

their daily work in those buildings, of which I have unhappily seen too many, where 

the facilities are inadequate and, in some cases, little short of scandalous.  

 

We ask a lot of our people; surely the least we can do is to give them decent 

conditions in which to work. And what kind of impression do such buildings convey 

to litigants?    
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Jo Delahunty QC

"Her conversational style of advocacy puts witnesses at their

ease, yet conceals a rapier-like incisiveness."

"She has �a razor-sharp mind with a phenomenal work-rate�"

Chambers & Partners and The Legal 500

 

 

 

Experience
Year of Call: 1986

Year of Silk: 2006

Education
MA (Oxon) Jurisprudence

Appointments
Public Law Family Recorder (South Eastern Circuit) 2010

Bencher the Honourable Society of Middle temple 2011

Nomination News
Short listed for Jordan's Awards 2013 'Family Silk of the Year'

Short listed for Chambers and Partners 2013 'Family Silk of the Year'

 

Profile
Jo specializes in contentious and highly complex cases at High Court level and above involving allegations of severe child abuse. She is

noted for her �sharp forensic eye and extraordinary memory �and her ability to �dissect extremely complex medical concepts with ease�. In

a highly competitive and specialist silk field, Jo has gained a reputation for �formidable� advocacy and tactical trial management. and has

many recent successful reported cases to her credit and is able to move with forensic ease between highly specialized cross examination of

medical experts in NAHI/ Inflicted death cases to sensitive cross examination of a child or vulnerable adult where allegations of sexual

abuse arise . Jo has acted in legally significant cases in the court of appeal leading to guidance being given on the use and abuse of expert

evidence. More recently Jo has been instructed on the Hillsbourgh inquest by Marcia Willis Stewart of Birnberg Peirce & Partners who

represents family members of 74 of the 96 victims.



Jo specialises in cases involving:

The death of/catastrophic injuries to a child (TRIAD cases)/Non Accidental Head Injury (NAHI)/Shaken baby allegationsl

Vitamin D/Rickets/gentic disorders and congential malformations affecting a child's potential vulnerability to injury 'Al Alas/Wray' ( JDQCl

acted for the mother) click here.

Sexual abuse (Intergenerational/ Inter sibling/ maternal rape/ genital mutilation/ internet exploitationl

Ritualized child abuse/cultural practicesl

Fabricated Induced Illnes (FII) allegationsl

Diability of a childl

Cases involving cross examination of a child or vulnerable adultl

Child protection cases involving concurrent criminal prosecution for trafficking/ attempted murder/ child cruelty and neglect/ sex offencesl

Relitigation/ challenge to old findings of fact based on emerging science/ fresh factual evidence.l

Complex private law proceedings involving allegations of physical and emotional abuse and neglect (alcoholism/ psychiatric issues)

involving transfer of residence applications are a natural corollary to her practice.

Jo also deals with adoption matters.

Jo commands a high professional reputation for;

- Forensic insight and tactical skill

- 'rapier like', highly effective, cross examination

- her 'phenomenal work rate and razor sharp mind�

- her willingness to tackle complex medical concepts and challenging  scientific research

- assured negotiation skills

- pro-active client care

- a clear and frank analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the case and the determination to achieve the best for the client

Jo has had numerous articles published in legal journals : most recently on issues arising from two cases in 2012 which attracted

nationwide publicity in The broadsheets , TV and radio as well as the tabloid press  : Al  Alas/ Wray (The �rickets / Vit D case) and Ben Butler

case  ( NAHI findings over turned ) For further information click here

Jo has also gained acclaim for her seminars delivered, by invitation, to Barristers and Solicitors and medical  professionals in family law

matters.  Her session for Jordan�s at their annual Public Law conference in 2012 was described as �excellent� spell-binding� � brilliant� by

audience members following in the tracks of that  set in her Butterworth�s speech that pre ceded it �fascinating� �most inspiring and

challenging� . Jo has  spoken on joint platforms with fellow originations and speakers who are as passionate about child protection issues as

she is: notably the Association of Lawyers for Children, The Criminal Bar Association and the Academy of Experts.

ARTICLES: 2012 ONWARD ONLY

L B Islington v Al Alas and Wray; the vitamin D and rickets case �June 2012 FAM Law 659�

�What Price Justice? Experts or Treating Clinicians�  July 2012 FAM Law 882

In Defence of Experts �Counsel� August 2012

�In Defence of Experts� The TEDR ( Experts and Dispute Resolver )  TEDR  [20120 Vol 17 No 2 24

�A Miscarriage of Justice - Corrected : the difference Expert Evidence can make to outcome� Nov 2012 Fam Law 1344

�Relitigation in Family Cases: the emerging law and practice� Jan 2013 Fam Law 40

SEMINARS 

2010

ALC Annual Conference Nov 2010 �The Child as a Witness: Whose Right is it Anyway�

Grand Stand Seminar Park Lane Plowden Leeds 24.3.10 �Children Giving Evidence: Where the Unwary Tread�

2011

Jordan�s Annual Public Law Update 15.3.11 �Children in Care Proceedings : putting the new law into context : RE W explained and explored�

�excellent", "engaging", "excellent delivery-engaging-excellent notes" " spoke without notes for her full session: excellent delivery and

informative content�

Grandstand  Seminar Park Lane Plowden: York.  22.9.2011 �The Child in the Witness Box: preparation for trial and cross examination:

Practical Guide� Speaking with Prof Martin Conway on �Children and Memories�

Leicestershire and Rutland Family Justice Council Annual Conference� on 18.11.11

Panel Debate on a panel with HHJ Lea, Prof Judith Masson with guest speaker King J  



2012

Middle Temple inaugural Women�s Forum launch: 6th March 

�brilliant" "inspirational"

Butterworth Public Child Care Law Conference.  Annual Public Law update 26.6.12

"Fascinating"  "Most inspiring and challenging"  "Delivery was so impressive!  Will impact my practice on NAI"  "Excellent as always" 

'Brilliant/re-balancing material."

ALC and CBA: joint seminar 4.7.12 "Child injury and Expert Evidence; the Lessons of Al Alas" Chaired by Martha Cover: Chair of ALC

Speaking with Mike Turner QC and Anya Lewis (leading and junior counsel for Chana Al Alas in the criminal trial and JDQC and Kate Purkiss

(leading and junior counsel for Chana Al Alas in the care trial)  

Jordan�s; Annual Child Care Conference 20.9.12:

"excellent" "Brilliant - should have had more time" "Informative and well-delivered" "Spellbinding�  

�It was a genuine pleasure to hear Jo Delahunty QC (who is like the most charming intelligent surgical scalpel you will ever meet) speak on

the Al Alas Wray case as she was leading counsel for one of the parents, and so had a wealth of useful insights and tactics to put forward.�

FLBA: autumn series lectures Oct 2013 �Expert and Medical Evidence in Child Protections Cases: A Practical Guide�

�Formidable�  �inspiring�

Park Lane Plowden Grandstand Seminar: York 18th.10, 12, speaking on platform with Dr Willie Reardon: Consultant Geneticist.

2013

17th April 2013:

Middle temple women's forum hosted a session designed to encourage women to expand their career horizons by taking judicial office and

Jo Delahunty QC was on the discussion panel along with The Rt Hon Lady Justice Black DBE, The Hon Mr Justice Coleridge,Judge Siobhan

McGrath, HHJ Rosalind Coe QQ, Martin Forde QC and Rachel Langdale QC

Forthcoming:

8th May. Experts Forum: The Academy of Experts; 3 Gray�s Inn Square: Speaker: �The Value of an Expert �

14th May: Butterworth�s Annual Child Law Conference �De Bunking the myth: �Parents don�t win care cases� 

Professional Memberships
Family Law Bar Association

Association of Lawyers for Children

Association of Women Barristers

FLBA National committee member 2010 - and is the FLBA chair of Fees sub committee 2012 -

The Middle Temple Women's Forum (steering committee)

Centre for Child and Family Reform (CCFLR) committee 2012 -

Jo is a Patron of AMEND (The Association for Multiple Endocrine Disorders

Inquest

Recommendations
�the decision of the children�s solicitor and junior counsel to instruct Miss Delahunty QC was, in my view, both wise and responsible �  per

Lord Justice McFarlane  Re A (2012) EWCA Civ 1477

Directories
Jo Delahunty QC has 'a phenomenal brain, and great forensic skill'.

Recommended as a Leading Family Silk in the area of Children Law

Legal 500 2013 Top Tier

The "absolutely brilliant" Jo Delahunty QC is a children law expert who deals with cases involving issues such as catastrophic injury, sexual

abuse and ritualized abuse. She is reputed to be particularly strong in cases with daunting medical aspects, with sources noting that "she

dissects extremely complex medical concepts with ease." 

Recommended as a Leading Silk in Chambers and Partners 2013

(Band 1) 

Jo Delahunty QC, who has �a sharp forensic eye and an extraordinary memory�, recently acted in the high-profile cases of Re E (Children)

and LB of Islington v Al Alas and Wray.

Recommended as a Leading Silk in children's law in Legal 500 2012



The "absolutely superb" Jo Delahunty QC is another at the set to handle the most complex children cases, often involving sexual assault

and complex medical issues. She has in the last twelve months handled a number of non-accidental injury matters.

Recommended as a Leading Silk in Chambers and Partners 2012

Jo Delahunty QC is much admired for public children work. "Her conversational style of advocacy puts witnesses at their ease, yet conceals

a rapier-like incisiveness."

Recommended as a Leading Silk in Chambers and Partners 2011

Jo Delahunty QC has �a razor-sharp mind with a phenomenal work-rate'

Recommended as a Leading Silk in children's law in Legal 500 2011

Jo Delahunty QC is "young, dynamic and making waves in every case she gets involved in."

Recommended as a Leading Silk in Chambers and Partners 2010

The set was recently bolstered by the arrival of Jo Delahunty QC. Delahunty has particular prowess advising on complex care cases,

particularly where there are allegations of abuse.

Recommended as a leading Silk in The Legal 500 2010

Recommended as a Leading Family Silk in the Legal Experts 2010

Jo Delahunty QC applies a "relaxed, straightforward and no-nonsense" attitude to her work and can often be seen acting in complex care

proceedings.

Recommended as a Leading Silk in Chambers and Partners 2009

Jo Delahunty QC has expertise in complex care proceedings including the death of, or catastrophic injuries to children.

Recommended as a Leading Family Silk in The Legal 500 2009

Recommended as a Leading Family Silk in the Legal Experts 2009

Jo Delahunty QC most frequently represents parents in public law care proceedings. She also acted for alleged perpetrators in sex abuse

cases who were themselves minors, thus subject to the Children's Act. "I find her a challenging opponent and admire her very much for it,"

commented one opposing counsel.

Recommended as a Leading Silk in Chambers and Partners 2008

Jo Delahunty QC has particular expertise in care proceedings and child protection issues. Peers note that she is an "exceptionally

well-prepared lawyer who is ready on paper to destroy your case." In court, she "fights hard, yet always maintains her focus on the child."

Recommended as a Leading Silk in Chambers and Partners 2007

 

Practice areas
Private Lawl

Public Lawl

Dispute resolution
Mediationl

Awards

Cases
London Borough of Sutton v Grey & Butler

[2012] EWHC 2604 (Fam), [2013] 1 FLR 833 [2012] EWHC 2763 (Fam), [2013] 1 FLR 914

LB of Islington v Al Alas and Wray (2012)

[2012] 2 FLR 1239; [2012] EWHC 865 (Fam)

Re M (A Child) (2012)

[2012] 2 FLR 121; [2012] Fam Law 511;[2012] EWCA Civ 165

K (Children) [2012]

[2012] 2 FLR 745; EWHC Case No. LS09C05566

A London Borough v O and Others [2011]



2011 EWHC 2754 (Fam)

A County Council (Applicant) v (1) K (2) C (3) T (By the Child's Guardian HT) (Respondents) & (1) CAFCASS (2) Anonymous Referrer (3) T (4)

Nagacro (Interveners) (2011)

[2011] EWHC 1672 (Fam)

A Local Authority v S (2009)

[2009] EWHC 2115 (Fam); (2010) 1 FLR 1560

X Local Authority v N J & 6 Ors (2008)

(2008) 2 FLR 1389; [2008] EWHC 1484 (Fam)

Re B (Children) (2008)

[2008] UKHL 35; (2008) 3 WLR 1 : (2008) 4 All ER 1 : (2008) 2 FLR 141 : (2009) 1 AC 11 : Times, June 12, 2008

(1) Haringey London Borough Council (2) Hackney London Borough Council v MRS S & 7 Ors(2006)

[2006] EWHC 2001 (Fam)

Re X Sub Nom Barnet LBC v Y (2006)

(2006) 2 FLR 998
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Dorothea Gartland

Dorothea Gartland possesses 'considerable intellectual acumen,

and is extremely thorough'. Legal 500

Experience
Year of Call: 2004

Education
Cambridge University MA Modern Languages

CPE London Metropolitan

BVC ICSL

Languages
French and German

Appointments
Management committee of GALOP

2013 Independent Adjudicator Legal Aid Agency

Profile
Dorothea specialises in the law relating to children. She is hard working and a committed advocate.

In 2009 Dorothea won the ALC �Outstanding newcomer in the field of Children Law�.

Professional Memberships
Family Law Bar Association

Association of Lawyers for Children

Inner Temple

Affiliate Member of Resolution

Directories

Recommended as a Leading Junior in the area of Child Law

Legal 500 2013

Dorothea Gartland possesses �considerable intellectual acumen, and is extremely thorough�.

Recommended as a Leading Junior in the area of Child Law in the Legal 500 2012

Practice areas
Private Lawl

Public Lawl

Internationall

Court of Protectionl



Dispute resolution
Collaborative Lawyerl

Mediationl

Direct Access
Direct Accessl

Cases
T (Children) [2012]

[2012] UKSC 36

LA v (1) X (2) T (3) R (Respondents) & (1) DJ (2) PJ & SJ (Interveners) (2011)

[2012] 2 FLR 456 : [2012] Fam Law 392; [2011] EWHC 3401 (Fam)
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David Bedingfield

Licensed in both the USA and the UK, David Bedingfield has

developed a speciality involving international movement of

children. He has also published extensively both in the United

Kingdom and in the United States.

Experience
Year of Call: 1991

Education
BA

Juris Doctor (Emory University, Atlanta)

Appointments
Recorder 2009

Profile
David Bedingfield has developed a speciality in cases involving children. He has published extensively, both in the UK and the US, and his

book 'The Child In Need: Children, the State and the Law' was described by reviewers in the legal press as "invaluable to teachers of child

care law," and "an essential purchase for all children law specialists". His book "Advocacy in Family Proceedings" (Family Law 2005) was

"Highly recommended" by the New Law Journal. The second edition of this book was published in February 2013. From July (2013) Family

Law: ". . . immense value, . . . significantly revised and updated from the first edition. The author weaves into his narrative a review of the

literature on advocacy and how judicial tribunals make their decisions, together with anecdotes and direct quotations from members of the

judiciary, to provide practical guidance on all aspects of advocacy in family law."

His practice now includes representation of local authorities, parents or guardians in complex public law cases, and representation of

parents and local authorities in cases involving international issues. He also often advises in matters involving media coverage of children,

including children involved in public law cases. He often appears in judicial review applications in cases where local authority duties to

children are at issue. He also lectures regularly on advocacy techniques and the international movement of children.

Professional Memberships
Family Law Bar Association

State Bar of Georgia (Called 1983)

Practice areas
Private Lawl

Public Lawl

Internationall

Court of Protectionl

Dispute resolution
Early Neutral Evaluatorl



Cases
Re A (Children) [2010]

[2010] EWCA Civ 1490

B (A Child) [2009]

[2010] 1 FLR 1211 : [2010] 1 FCR 114 : [2010] Fam Law 130 : (2009) 153(45) SJLB 28 : [2009] EWCA Civ 1254

R (on the Application of Raines) v Orange Grove Foster Care Agency Ltd (2006)

[2006] EWHC 1887 (Admin)

Re V : Re L (Minors) (Sexual Abuse: Disclosure) (1998)

(1999) 1 WLR 299 : (1999) 1 FLR 267 : Times, October 9, 1998

Re H (A Minor) (Application to remove from jurisdiction) (1998)

(1998) FLR 848

Re V : Re L (Minors) (Sexual Abuse: Disclosure) (1997)

AC0791197

L v London Borough of Bexley (1996)

(1996) 2 FLR 595
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Paul Hepher

Paul is a specialist child law advocate who, with twenty years

experience, brings to his cases a highly approachable style

combined with a determined and forceful manner in court.

Experience
Year of Call: 1994

Education
MA (Hons) Oxon

Whitgift School, Merton College, Oxford, Gray�s Inn Karmel scholar

Profile
Paul�s expertise lies in acting for parents, children, vulnerable adults and local authorities. He is also instructed by the Official Solicitor and

Cafcass Legal. He has acted as Advocate to the Court of Appeal. He is qualified as a Direct Access Lawyer.

Private children law

Paul�s practice focuses on acting for parents who are often locked into fraught and highly contentious residence and contact disputes,

specialising in Domestic and International relocation cases. He recently appeared for the Applicant in the case of:

Re TC and JC (Children: Relocation) [2013] EWHC 292 (Fam)

http://www.familylawweek.co.uk/site.aspx?i=ed112080

His particular skills lie in conducting cross examination of parties and experts in intractable and alienated parent cases involving serious

allegations of emotional, physical or sexual abuse.

International movement of children

Paul regularly appears in the High Court instructed in child abduction matters and cases concerned with the international movement of

children, Hague and non Hague, Inherent Jurisdiction, Wardship, and Brussels IIR.

Public law & Court of Protection

Across the wide sphere of public law, Paul acts for parents, grandparents, competent children, Guardians and Local Authorities. He has built

up a practice with a focus on medical cases involving allegations of non accidental injury, including infant deaths and near fatal incidents.

He acts frequently in cases with mental health issues. He has acted in a number of cases involving allegations of fabricated or induced

illness. His public law practice takes him into the Court of Protection where he represents private individuals and public bodies, drawing

from his wealth of experience within the parallel best interests jurisdiction.

He has expertise in adoption and special guardianship, with a focus on Human Rights� arguments. He has mounted and resisted

applications for revocation of  Placement Orders and Adoption Orders, appearing this year in the High Court case of Re AW (a child:

Application to revoke Placement Order: Leave to oppose Adoption). 

Paul continues to present lectures and seminars on topics across the spectrum of family law.

 



Professional Memberships
� Bar pro bono unit

� Family Law Bar Association

 

Practice areas
Private Lawl

Public Lawl

Internationall

Court of Protectionl

Direct Access
Direct Accessl

Cases
Re TC and JC (Children: Relocation) (2013)

[2013] EWHC 292 (Fam)

Re B (Children) (2009)

[2009] EWCA Civ 1499

Re C (A Child) (2009)

[2010] 1 FLR 774 : [2009] Fam Law 1127 : [2009] EWCA Civ 955

Re R (A Child) (2009)

[2010] 1 FLR 509; [2009] EWCA Civ 445

Re J (A Child) (2007)

[2007] EWCA Civ 906; (2008) 1 FLR 369

Re K & H (Children) (2006)

[2007] EWCA Civ 1898

Re S (Children) : Re E (A Child) (2006)

Re S (Children) : Re E (A Child) (2006)

[2007] 1 FLR 482; [2006] EWCA Civ 1190

Re A (Contact: Witness Protection Scheme) (2005)

[2006] 2 FLR 551

Re G (Care Proceedings: Spilt Trials)

[2001] 1 FLR 872

Re M & B (Children) (2000)

[2001] 1 FCR 116
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Cyrus Larizadeh

Cyrus Larizadeh offers a 'meticulous approach' and is 'well

respected by judges'.

Legal 500

Experience
Year of Call: 1992

Education
BA (Kent)

Dip Droit Francais (Bordeaux)

Cyrus was educated at Harrow School, the University of Kent and the University of Bordeaux

Rothschild Scholarship (Harrow)

Hallett Prize for Law (Kent)

Languages
French, Persian

Profile
Cyrus' main area of practice is complex care proceedings involving sexual abuse and non-accidental injury, acting for local authorities,

parents and children, S38(6) Children Act 1989 Assessments, media injunctions relating to children, private law children and care standards

tribunal advocacy.

 

 

He is a contributor to the Family Law Journal and was a tutor in law at Middlesex University from 1993 to 1997. He regularly lectures in

family law to various groups and does witness training workshops for Social Services and experts for the Royal Society of Medicine.

Professional Memberships
Family Law Bar Association

Inner Temple

Directories
Private and public children law specialist Cyrus Larizadeh is commended for his "excellent courtroom manner." His recent matters have

included a number of cases arising from sexual, physical and emotional abuse. 

Recommended as Leading Family Junior in Chambers and Partners 2013

Recomended as a Leading Junior in the area of Children law

The Legal 500 2013

The �meticulous and excellent� Cyrus Larizadeh - has �in-depth knowledge of all aspects of children law,

and specialist knowledge of cases involving sex offences or allegations of sexual abuse�.
Recommended as a Leading Junior in the Legal 500 2012  

Cyrus Larizadeh handles public law children matters. His cases often involve non-accidental injury and sexual abuse.



Recommended as Leading Family Junior in Chambers and Partners 2012

Recommended as a Leading Junior in the Legal 500 2011  

Cyrus Larizadeh excels at care cases involving non-accidental injury and complex medical evidence.

Recommended as a Leading Family Junior in Chambers & Partners 2011 

 

Cyrus Larizadeh offers a 'meticulous approach' and is 'well respected by judges'.

Recommended as a Leading Junior in the Legal 500 2010

 

Cyrus Larizadeh is a good all-rounder who is "conscientious, thorough and knowledgeable."

Recommended as a Leading Family Junior in Chambers & Partners 2010

A "terrific lawyer" who is enthusiastic and knowledgable about his work," Cyrus Larizadeh earns the respect of both peers and clients. 

Complex care proceedings form the mainstay of his practice, with a particular emphasis on matters involving sexual abuse and

non-accidental injury.

Recommended as a Leading Family Junior in the area of Children in Chambers & Partners 2009

Cyrus Larizadeh makes his debut in the tables this year, having stood out from the crowd in protracted cases concerning care proceedings.

�Working at an incredible level of detail and completely on top of the papers,� observers report that he is also �very good on his feet.�

Recommended as a Leading Family Junior in the area of Children in Chambers & Partners 2008

Practice areas
Private Lawl

Public Lawl

Cases
Re A (A Child) (Mental Health of Mother)

[2001] 1 FCR 577

Re X (A Child) (Injunctions Restraining Publication)

[2001] 1 FCR 541

Re C (Family Assistance Order)

[1996] 1 FLR 424
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Experience
Year of Call: 2011

Qualifications
BA (e) Hons (Cantab) in Law

Diplôme universitaire d�études juridiques françaises � Mention Bien (University Degree in French

Legal Studies, 1st)

Kaplan Law School Advocacy Scholar 2010-2011

Inner Temple Exhibition Award 20120

Inner Temple Allan Levy QC Award 2010-2011

 

Education
University of Cambridge (Pembroke College)

Université de Poitiers, France (ERASMUS Exchange)

Kaplan Law School, London (Bar Professional Training Course)

Languages
French

German (Basic)

Profile
Zoe is building a practice in all areas of family law.  She joined chambers after successfully

completing a varied pupillage under the supervision of Mark Jarman, Joy Brereton and Nicholas

Fairbank, where she gained experience in chambers� practice areas. 

Prior to commencing pupillage, Zoe worked in the Youth, Education & Community Care and Strategic

Litigation Departments of a children�s charity, Just for Kids Law, which provides legal advice, support

and representation to young people who find themselves in difficulty.  She has also volunteered as a

teaching assistant in a school for boys aged 10-16 with social, emotional and behavioural

difficulties. 

In her spare time, Zoe enjoys cooking, baking, reading and walking.

Professional Memberships
Family Law Bar Association

Inner Temple

Zoe Taylor



Practice areas

Financial Remedies

Private Law

Public Law

International

Court of Protection
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Barristers

4 Paper Buildings has an �unrivalled collection of senior and junior barristers in the

field. Predominantly known for its children work, but also has some �really

excellent people for matrimonial finance cases�. Legal 500 2011

Barristers

Alex Verdan QC

Call: 1987 | Silk: 2006

Head of Chambers

Jonathan Cohen QC

Call: 1974 | Silk: 1997

Baroness Scotland QC

Call: 1977 | Silk: 1991

Henry Setright QC

Call: 1979 | Silk: 2001

Marcus Scott-Manderson

QC

Call: 1980 | Silk: 2006

Kate Branigan QC

Call: 1985 | Silk: 2006

Jo Delahunty QC

Call: 1986 | Silk: 2006

Michael Sternberg QC

Call: 1975 | Silk: 2008

Catherine Wood QC

Call: 1985 | Silk: 2011

Rex Howling QC

Call: 1991 | Silk: 2011

Teertha Gupta QC

Call: 1990 | Silk: 2012

David Williams QC

Call: 1990 | Silk: 2013

Brian Jubb

Call: 1971

Amanda Barrington-Smyth

Call: 1972

Robin Barda

Call: 1975

Jane Rayson

Call: 1982

Mark Johnstone

Call: 1984

Elizabeth Coleman

Call: 1985



Alistair G Perkins

Call: 1986

Christopher Hames

Call: 1987

Stephen Lyon

Call: 1987

James Shaw

Call: 1988

Mark Jarman

Call: 1989

Sally Bradley

Call: 1989

Barbara Mills

Call: 1990

Joy Brereton

Call: 1990

Joanne Brown

Call: 1990

Sam King

Call: 1990

Alison Grief

Call: 1990

David Bedingfield

Call: 1991

John Tughan

Call: 1991

Cyrus Larizadeh

Call: 1992

Charles Hale

Call: 1992

Michael Simon

Call: 1992

Justin Ageros

Call: 1993

Rob Littlewood

Call: 1993

Paul Hepher

Call: 1994

Cliona Papazian

Call: 1994

Judith Murray

Call: 1994

Ruth Kirby

Call: 1994

Sarah Lewis

Call: 1995

Nicholas Fairbank

Call: 1996

James Copley

Call: 1997

Justine Johnston

Call: 1997

Oliver Jones

Call: 1998

Lucy Cheetham

Call: 1999

Hassan Khan

Call: 1999

Cleo Perry

Call: 2000

Harry Gates

Call: 2001

Rebecca Foulkes

Call: 2001

Katie Wood

Call: 2001



Rhiannon Lloyd

Call: 2002

Kate Van Rol

Call: 2002

Ceri White

Call: 2002

Matthew Persson

Call: 2003

Dorothea Gartland

Call: 2004

Samantha Woodham

Call: 2006

Laura Morley

Call: 2006

Nicola Wallace

Call: 2006

Michael Gration

Call: 2007

Jacqueline Renton

Call: 2007

Andrew Powell

Call: 2008

Henry Clayton

Call: 2007

Sophie Connors

Call: 2009

Michael Edwards

Call: 2010

Harry Nosworthy

Call: 2010

Rachel Chisholm

Call: 2010

Julia Townend

Call: 2011

Zoe Taylor

Call: 2011

Door Tenants

Paul Hopkins QC

Call: 1989 | Silk: 2009

Door Tenant

Professor Marilyn Freeman

Call: 1986

Door Tenant

Susan Baldock

Call: 1988

Door Tenant

Elizabeth Couch

Call: 2003

Door Tenant

Belle Turner

Call: 2003

Door Tenant
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